
 The Nova Scotia Association of Social Workers is 

proud to have nominated Dr. Michael Ungar, Ph. D., 
RSW for the Canadian Association of Social Workers 
(CASW) Distinguished Service Award for 2010. 

 

Since 2007, Dr. Ungar has been a Full Professor at the 
School of Social Work at Dalhousie University in Hali-
fax.  He is an internationally recognized expert on how 
resilience is demonstrated by children and youth when 
faced with adversity, as well as how different cultures 
define success in life and work. He is responsible for 
the formation of the Resilience Research Centre at 
Dalhousie University. 

 

In a conversation with Dr. Ungar, he explained that the 
Resilience Research Centre (RRC) was formed in 2003 
when it was realized that several small research pro-
jects could be combined into a larger research body 
supported with a competent staff that could assist in 
obtaining research funding and training for profession-
als.  

 

Mike has been an active social worker from his early 
days of direct practice in the field of child protection in 
Nova Scotia and in a supervisory capacity with the 
provincial government of Prince Edward Island and 
eventually to his connection with youth throughout the 
world. He is highly respected by students and col-
leagues, but more important is his respect for youth 
and their capacity to reach their potential. He has re-
mained true to his roots and is never too far away from 

important social work ideas.  

 

The Distinguished Service Award was 
presented to  Dr. Ungar by Cathy 
Crouse, President of NSASW, at a re-
ception celebrating Social Work Week in 
Halifax on March 24, 2010.  
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N S A S W  AWA R D N O M I N E E S 

It is time once again to recognize and honour 

our social work colleagues with the NSASW 

awards. The awards will be presented at the 

luncheon that takes place at the AGM on Friday, 

May 7th, 2010.  The awards ceremony provides 

a wonderful way to celebrate social workers.  

 

This year nominations have been received and 

candidates are being considered by the NSASW 

Council for the Ronald Stratford Memorial 

Award, The David William Connors Memorial 

Award and the Ken Belanger Memorial Award. 

The Freda Vickery Award is available every two 

years and will be offered again in 2011. 

 

A complete list of the criteria for these awards is 

available to members on the NSASW website:  

www.nsasw.org . 

 

http://www.nsasw.org/


I am pleased to announce the appointment of 

Trish McCourt as Coordinator of Program and 

Member Services for the Nova Scotia Associa-

tion of Social Workers. Trish will be taking over 

from Graeme Fraser on April 5th.  

 

Trish comes to NSASW with a wide variety of 

experiences, both front line and management, 

early childhood education, family resource cen-

tres, and a transition house. She has experience in pro-

ject management and strong facilitation skills.  

 

Some of the comments we received from her references 

had this to say about Trish:  

Sheéóhas leadership skills in bringing diverse people 

together. She is a natural advocate...passionate about 

her work.ó She iséóquite informed on issues of profes-

sional development, social justice, and social policy. 

Trish is highly motivated and works well with others in all 

capacitiesó. 

 

I was pleased that Graeme Fraser was able to participate 

in the selection of his successor. We both believe that 

Trish will be a welcome addition to the NSASW staff. 

 

Bob Shepherd, RSW - Executive Director 

All members are invited to the 47th Annual 

Convention on May 7th, 2010 at the Ramada 

Plaza Hotel, 240 Brownlow Ave., Burnside Park, 

Dartmouth, NS. 

 

The theme of the conference is: òThe Impact of 

the Code of Ethics, the Standards of practice, 

and Social Justice on Social Work Practiceó.  

 

The keynote speaker will be Melinda Weinberg, 

Ph.,D., Assistant Professor, School of Social 

Work at Dalhousie University presenting her 

topic: òConnecting Social Justice,  to Practiceó. 
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NSASW WELCOMES N EW 
COORDINATOR  - TRISH MCCOURT 

N S A S W  AN N UA L  CO N V E N T I O N   

(Council Members continued) 

 

Special 

Representatives  

 
CASW  Board -  Elaine Campbell 
 
Dal School of Social Work  Faculty - Dr. 
Wanda Thomas Bernard 
 
Dal School of Social Work Student - Vacant 
 
University  St. Anne Faculty -  
Jacqueline Kenny 
 
University St. Anne Student - Joline 
Comeau 
 
Association of Black Social Workers - Alfred 
Saunders 
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Regional Representa-

tives  

Cape Breton - Catherine Mae 
MacDonald/ Lorna Griffin-Fillier 
 
Colchester - Brian Schrock 
 
Cumberland - Pamela Roberts 
 
Fundy Shore - John Moore 
 
Halifax Metro - Susan Kenny/ 
Yvonne Manzer 
 
North Shore - Nelda Armour/ 
Melissa Arnott 
 
South Shore - Stephen Young/
Lisa Dauphinee-Muise 
 
Valley - Debbie Reimer 
 

 

Program - at - a- Glance: 

Thursday, May 6th 7:00 pm - Meet and Greet 

Friday, May 7th 8:30 am - Annual Conference 

Friday, May 7th 12:00 noon - Awards Lunch-

eon 

Friday, May 7th 1:30 - 4:30 pm - AGM 

Friday, May 7th 4:30 pm - Council Meeting 



CONNECTION     

March 24th  - Social Workers celebrated Social 

Work Week with a reception organized by the 

NSASW office. It was held at the Nova Scotia 

Public Archives on University Avenue in Halifax 

from 5 ð 7 pm. There were 35 ð 40 members in 

attendance to hear the proclamation read from 

Premier Darrell Dexter by Lorna MacPherson, a 

senior staff member of the Department of Com-

munity Services.  

 

The CASW Distinguished Service Award for 

Nova Scotia was presented to Dr. Michael Un-

gar, RSW by Cathy Crouse, President of NSASW 

for the recognition of his work as a social 

worker, academic, researcher and founder of 

the Resilience Research Centre, part of the 

School of Social Work at Dalhousie University. 

Dr. Ungar was accompanied to the Reception by 

his family. 

 

Robert Shepherd, Executive Director of NSASW, 

also addressed the members present and 

spoke about the problem of poverty and home-

lessness that exists in our province and country. 

Making the comparison that Canada and Nova 

Scotia are exceptional places to live in compari-

son to other places around the globe, he im-

plored social workers to "stand up for poverty" 

wherever they work and insist that our political 

leaders work towards the reduction and even-

tual elimination of poverty.   

 

Notice was also given that the NSASW Bursary 

for 2010 was awarded to student Kendra 

Gottchall but she was not able to attend. Also, 

the Bursary Awarded by the Association of Black 

Social Workers (ABSW) was awarded to Stacey 

Oliver Farmer and Eunice Adekola who were not 

able to attend the Reception. 
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NSASW Board of 

Examiners  

Richard Gruchy, RSW (Chair) 
 
Don Gloade, RSW 
 
Jill Ceccolini, RSW 
 
Brenda Romans, RSW 
 
Gary Neufeld, RSW 
 
M. Gail MacDougall, RSW 
 
Michael Ungar, RSW 
 
Alphonsine Saulnier, RSW 
 
Colin Campbell, Government 
Appointee 
 
Richard Melanson, Government 
Appointee 
 
Edward MacMaster, Government 
Appointee 
 
 

Board Staff:  

Joyce Halpern, RSW,  
Registrar 
 
Suzanne  Desjardins, 
Administrative Assistant 
 


